
  
 Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
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Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:00 PM Town Hall 
 

Generated 11/8/2023 3:30 PM 

1. REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING – October 26, 2023 - 7:00 PM 

2. Agenda Review Session – 6:00 PM Supervisor Conference Room 

3. Call to Order 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Peter G. Crummey Supervisor Present  

Rick J Field Councilman Present  

Melissa Jeffers Councilwoman Present  

Kristen N. Blais Councilwoman Present  

Mark McCumber Councilman Present  

Jeffrey W. Madden Councilman Present  

Alvin Gamble Councilman Present  

E. Guy Roemer Town Attorney Present  

Julie Gansle Town Clerk Present  
 

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

5. Presentation of Proclamations to Michael Audino, Brian Bolton and Vance Jones 

for their brave actions during an automobile accident on July 8, 2023 

6. Personnel: Resolution No. 473 

A. Samantha E. Harris 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

B. Maxwell G. Bird 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

7. Resolutions 

 Resolution No. 474 authorizing the Supervisor to execute a payment plan agreement 

with Lydia Cappadonia in connection with amounts due to the Latham Water District for 

water usage at 64 Shepard Avenue, Schenectady, NY 12304. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 475 authorizing the Supervisor to enter into Sale & Purchase 

Agreements with the North Colonie Central School District and South Colonie School 

District in connection with the supply of road salt for use during the winter season of 

2023/2024. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 476 authorizing the Supervisor to enter into an Agreement with 

Library Market in connection with the calendar software for the William K. Sanford 

Town Library. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 477 for the Town Board to approve modifications to the 2023 

operating budget. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 478 awarding the bids for Industrial Chemicals to Holland Company, 

Inc., JCI Jones Chemicals, Inc., Polydyne, Inc., Slack Chemical Co., Inc., Surpass 

Chemical Co., Inc., Thatcher Company of New York and Univar Solutions USA, Inc. and 

authorizing the Supervisor to enter into agreements for same. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 479 authorizing expenditure of funds from the Insurance Reserve 

Fund for payment of legal fees, expenses and/or settlement in connection with litigation. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 480 authorizing the Supervisor to execute a 5 year lease extension 

with the Boght Community Fire District for the EMS Station at 8 Preston Drive. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 481 accepting the dedication of Royal Court and 8 Royal Court in 

the Serio Subdivision. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

1. Resolution No. 489 authorizing the name of John Queenan, Esq. to be added to the 

Town's list of approved outside counsel in connection with litigation matters and counsel 

services with the Town Attorney's Office operations for 2023 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

8. Public Hearings 

 Public Hearing in connection to §202-a of the New York State Town Law Approving 

the Annual Estimate of Expense of Maintenance and Benefit Assessment Roll for the 

Town of Colonie Sewer Improvement Area. 

Special Counsel, Crystal Peck, presented information and figures in connection with the 

calculation of assessment for expense of maintenance and benefit within the District; no 

additional comments received; public hearing was closed. 

 Resolution No. 482 of 2023 

 Resolution Pursuant to §202-a of the New York State Town Law Approving the 

Annual Estimate of Expense of Maintenance and Benefit Assessment Roll for the Town 

of Colonie Sewer Improvement Area. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Public Hearing in connection to §202 of the New York State Town Law Approving 

the Annual Estimate of Expense of Improvements and Benefit Assessment Roll for 

the Town of Colonie Sewer Improvement Area. 

Special Counsel, Crystal Peck, presented information and figures in connection with the 

calculation of assessment for construction expense of improvements and benefit within 

the District; no additional comments received; public hearing was closed. 

 Resolution No. 483 of 2023 
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 Resolution Pursuant to §202 of the New York State Town Law Approving the 

Annual Estimate of Expense of Improvements and Benefit Assessment Roll for the Town 

of Colonie Sewer Improvement Area. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Public Hearings in connection with the Fire Protection District Contracts. 

Acting Comptroller, P. Christopher Kelsey, provided details in connection with each of 

the fire protection district budgetary figures and financial impact on the districts; no 

additional comments received; public hearings were closed. 

 Resolution No. 484 of 2023 

 Resolution authorizing a contract with the Fuller Road Fire Department, Inc. for fire 

protection within the Fuller Road Fire Protection District. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 485 of 2023 

 Resolution authorizing a contract with the Shaker Road-Loudonville Fire 

Department, Inc. for fire protection within the Shaker Road-Loudonville Fire Protection 

District. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 486 of 2023 

 Resolution authorizing a contract with the Maplewood Fire Department, Inc. for fire 

protection within the Maplewood Fire Protection District. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

 Resolution No. 487 of 2023 

 Resolution authorizing a contract with the S. W. Pitts Hose Company of Latham, 

N.Y., Inc. for fire protection within the Latham Fire Protection District. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

9. Public Hearing in connection with the Code of the Town of Colonie, thereof, adding 

Article XII to Chapter 171 of the Town Code regarding Volunteer Firefighter Real 

Property Tax Exemption. 

Sr. Counsel, Veronika DeGiovine, presented on the proposed local law; resident spoke in 

connection with his  support of the local law and thanked the board for their support of 

the local law and the recruitment of volunteer services; no additional comments received; 

public hearing was closed. 

 Resolution No. 488 of 2023 

 Resolution adopting a local law in connection with the Code of the Town of Colonie, 

thereof, adding Article XII Chapter 171 of the Town Code regarding Volunteer 

Firefighter Real Property Tax Exemption. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Melissa Jeffers, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Kristen N. Blais, Councilwoman 

AYES: Crummey, Field, Jeffers, Blais, McCumber, Madden, Gamble 

During agenda review, a motion was made by Councilwoman Jeffers,  to replace the copy 

of the proposed local law included in the town boards packet with the revised copy 

received from the Town Attorney, seconded by Councilwoman Blais.  The motion carried 

unanimously and a copy is attached as a communication (11.A.1) to this meetings 

minutes. 

10. Public Comment 

No comments received 

11. Communications 

A. General 

1. Revised LL- Res. 488 for 2023 



NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

99 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ALBANY, NY 12231 

Local Law Filing 

(Use this form to file a local law with the Secretary of State.) 

 

Text of law should be given as amended.  Do not include matter being eliminated and do not use 

italics or underlining to indicate new matter. 

Town   of Colonie 

Local Law No ___of the year 2023 
 

A local law amending Chapter 171 of the Code of the Town of Colonie 

 

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Colonie as follows:  

 

SECTION 1: LEGISLATIVE INTENT AND PURPOSE 

  The Town of Colonie believes that it is essential to train and retain volunteer firefighters 

in order to maintain effective emergency protection and ensure the health and safety of Town’s 

residents. A real property tax exemption shall provide an incentive to attract new volunteers and 

retain those that have been serving the Town to date.  This tax exemption recognizes the personal 

sacrifices and dedications of the individuals who volunteer their time and risk their lives to protect 

their neighbors without compensation.  

 The purpose of this local law is to implement a real property tax exemption for volunteer 

firefighters in accordance with Real Property Tax Law § 466-a. 

 

SECTION 2:  REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 

 Real property owned by an active volunteer firefighter of an incorporated volunteer fire 

company, fire department, or fire protection district, or such active volunteer firefighter and 

spouse, residing in the Town of Colonie shall be exempt from taxation for both town tax and fire 

protection district tax purposes to the extent of 10 percent (10%) of the assessed value of such 

property located in the Town of Colonie, exclusive of special assessments.  

 

SECTION 3.  QUALIFICATION 

 This real property tax exemption shall only be granted to an active volunteer firefighter of an 

incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department subject to the following qualifications:  

(a) The applicant resides in the Town of Colonie and the applicant is an active volunteer firefighter of 

an incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department which provides services within the Town 

of Colonie;  
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(b) The real property for which the exemption is sought is the applicant’s primary residence;  

(c) The real property for which the exemption is sought is used exclusively for residential purposes, 

provided however, that in the event that any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the 

applicant’s primary residence, but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to 

taxation and only the remaining portion shall be entitled to the exemption as provide by this statute; 

and  

(d) The applicant has provided a certificate issued by the authority having jurisdiction for the 

incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department indicating that the applicant has been an  

active volunteer firefighter of such incorporated fire company or fire department for at least two 

years prior to the applicant seeking an exemption.  

 

SECTION 4. CONTINUATION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

 An applicant shall be eligible for the real property tax exemption during all years in which the 

applicant serves as an active volunteer firefighter, except as otherwise permitted by Section 5 of this statute.  

(a) As defined in General Municipal Law § 215(1), active volunteer firefighter shall mean “a person 

who has been approved by the authorities in control of a duly organized New York State volunteer 

fire company or New York State volunteer fire department as an active volunteer firefighter of the 

fire company or department and who is faithfully and actually performing service in the protection 

of life and property from fire or other emergency, accident, or calamity in connection with the 

services required of the fire company or fire department.”  

 

SECTION 5. TWENTY YEAR ACTIVE MEMBERS 

 Any active volunteer firefighter of an incorporated fire company, fire department or fire protection 

district who accrues more than twenty years of active service, as defined by Section 3(d) of this statute, and 

is so certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated fire company, fire department or fire 

protection district, shall be granted the ten percent exemption as authorized by this statute for the remainder 

of his or her life, as long as his or her primary residence is located within the County of Albany.  

 

SECTION 6.  UN-REMARRIED SURVIVING SPOUSES OF VOLUNTEERS KILLED IN THE LINE 

OF DUTY. 

 An un-remarried surviving spouse of a volunteer firefighter killed in the line of duty may receive 

the real property tax exemption for the remainder of his or her life, as long as the surviving spouse’s primary 

residence is located within the County of Albany, if:  

(a) The un-remarried surviving spouse is certified by an authority having jurisdiction for the 

incorporated fire company, fire department or fire protection district as an un-remarried spouse of 

a formerly active volunteer firefighter of such incorporated fire company, fire department or fire 

protection district who was killed in the line of duty; and  

(b) Such deceased volunteer had been an active volunteer firefighter for at least five years; and 

(c) Such deceased volunteer and un-remarried spouse had been receiving the real property tax 

exemption prior to his or her death.  
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SECTION 7.  UN-REMARRIED SURVIVING SPOUSES OF VOLUNTEERS WITH AT LEAST 

TWENTY YEARS OF SERVICE. 

 An un-remarried spouse of a volunteer firefighter with at least twenty years of service may receive 

the real property tax exemption for the remainder of his or her life, as long as his or her primary residence 

is located within the County of Albany, if:  

(a) Such un-remarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated 

volunteer fire company, fire department or fire protection district as an un-remarried spouse of an 

active volunteer firefighter of such incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or fire 

protection district as an un-remarried spouse of an enrolled or formerly enrolled member of such 

incorporated fire company, fire department or fire protection district; and  

(b) Such deceased volunteer had been an active volunteer firefighter for at least twenty years; and  

(c) Such deceased volunteer and un-remarried spouse had been receiving the real property tax 

exemption prior to the death of the volunteer.  

 

SECTION 8.  APPLICATION PROCESS 

(a) Applications for such exemption shall be filed with the assessor of the Town of Colonie on or 

before the taxable status date (March 1st) on the form prescribed by the New York State 

Commissioner for the Office of Real Property Tax Services (RP-466-A-VOL). 

(b) An Applicant seeking an exemption shall be responsible for procuring and filing a copy of such 

certification prior to granting the exemption provided for by this statute.  

 

SECTION 9.  NO DIMINUTION OF CURRENT BENEFITS 

 No applicant who is an active volunteer firefighter who, by reason of such status, is receiving any 

benefit under the provisions of law on the effective date of this local law shall suffer any diminution of such 

benefit because of the provisions of this local law.  

 

SECTION 10.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 This local law shall take effect on January 1, 2024 and shall apply to taxable status dates occurring 

on or after the effective date.  

 

SECTION 11. SEVERABILITY 

If any clause, sentence or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any person 

or circumstance shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the invalidity 

thereof shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of the provisions of this local law or the 

application thereof to other persons and circumstances. 
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 

strike out that which is not applicable.) 

 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.       of 2023 of the 

Town of Colonie was duly passed by the Town Board on                           in accordance with the 

applicable provisions of law. 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after 

disapproval by the Elective Chief Executive Officer'.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.       of 20    of the 

(Town)          of                     was duly passed by the                    on                   20_, and was 

(approved)(not disapproved)(repassed (Name of Legislative Body) after disapproval) by the   and 

was deemed duly adopted on                  20     in accordance with the applicable provisions of 

law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.                          of 

20    of the (             -)(Town)(         of                                                   was duly passed by the                                           

on                   20_, and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after (Name of Legislative 

Body) disapproval) by                                            on                   20      Such local law was 

submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the 

affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the 

(general)(special)(annual) election held on I 9 in accordance with the applicable provisions of 

law. 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was 

filed requesting referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.            of 20      of 

the               )(Town)(         of                                                   was duly passed by the (Name of 

Legislative Body)    on                                          20 and was (approved)(not 

disapproved)(repassed after (disapproval) by the                                   on                                20      

Such local law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such 

referendum was filed as of 20 in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

________________________________________________________________________- 

*Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county 

elected on a county-wide basis or, if there be none, the chairman of the county legislative 

body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is vested 

with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.               of 20   of 

the  City of                           having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of 

section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a 

majority of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special)(general) election 

held on                           20_, became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.            of 20    of 

the County of                            State of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the 

General Election of November         , 20_, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the 

Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 

qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and of a majority of the qualified electors 

of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became 

operative. 

 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an 

appropriate certification.) 

 

   ______________________________________________________  

   Clerk of the Town or officer designated by local legislative body 

     Date: 

 

 

(Seal)    

 

                   

 

(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, 

Village Attorney or other authorized Attorney of locality.) 

 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF ALBANY 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that 

all proper proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the local law annexed hereto. 

 

 

 

   ______________________________________________________ 

Signature Town of Colonie Town Attorney 

      Date:    
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