TOWN OF COLONIE

Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Operations Center
347 Old Niskayuna Road

Latham, New York 12110

L 4

Peter G. Crummey Phone (518) 783-2706  Fax (518) 783-2772 Peter R. Crouse
Town Supervisor https://www.colonie.org/boards/zba/ Chairman

MINUTES OF MEETING
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
March 5§, 2025

Chairman Peter R. Crouse called the meeting of the Town of Colonie Zoning Board of Appeals to order on
March §, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Public Operations Center, 347 Old Niskayuna Road, Latham,
New York.

Present: Chairman Peter R. Crouse Absent: Member  P.J. Blanchfield
Member  James Campbell
Member  Steven Girvin
Member  Christopher Rueckert
Member  George Vogt IV
Member  Frederick Weinraub
Counsel  Michael Paulsen, Esq.

The meeting minutes of February 19, 2025, were reviewed. Member Campbell made a motion to approve the
minutes. Member Rueckert seconded the motion. Upon roll call, the minutes were approved unanimously.

A public hearing was held on the application of Osborne Ventures, LL.C for the premises located at

465 Albany Shaker Road. Nicholas Costa (of Advance Engineering & Surveying, PLLC) made a presentation
to the Board. Member Vogt made a motion to approve the Special Use Permit (SUP) as presented. Member
Weinraub seconded the motion. Upon calling the vote, the motion to approve the Special Use Permit (SUP) as
presented passed with 5 for and 1 against.

A public hearing was held on the application of Whitman Holdings, LLC for the premises located at

435 New Karner Road. Brian Whitman made a presentation to the Board. Chairman Crouse made a motion
to adjourn the hearing to the April 16, 2025, Zoning Board of Appeals meeting. Member Campbell seconded
the motion. Upon calling the vote, the motion to adjourn the hearing passed unanimously.

There being no more business, Member Vogt made a motion to close the meeting at 7:45 p.m.
Member Weinraub seconded the motion and, upon roll call, the motion to close passed unanimously.

Approved: Date:
Chairman Peter R. Crouse




TOWN OF COLONIE

Building Department
Public Operations Center
347 Old Niskayuna Road

Latham, New York 12110
2
Peter G. Crum}ney Phone (518) 783-2706  Fax (518) 783-2772
Town Supervisor www.colonie.org/departments/building
http://www.colonie.org/boards/zba

Chretien T. Voerg, P.E.
Director

Date: March 7, 2025

To: Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals

From: Chretien T. Voerg, P.E., Director

Subject: Zoning Board of Appeals Agenda — March 19, 2025

New Hearings:

25-006 7 Lorna Lane — Vincenzo Sofia



TOWN OF COLONIE

Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Operations Center

347 Old Niskayuna Road
Latham, New York 12110
' L 2
Peter G. Crummey Phone (518) 783-2706  Fax (518) 783-2772 Peter R. Crouse
Town Supervisor https://www.colonie.org/boards/zba/ Chairman

TAKE NOTICE that the Town of Colonie Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing at the Public
Operations Center, 347 Old Niskayuna Road, Latham, in the Town of Colonie, on the 19th day of March
2025, at 7:00 p.m. to hear the appeal of Vincenzo Sofia from the decision of the Building Department
Director for the Town of Colonie denying the applicant a Building Permit for the premises located at

7 Lorna Lane. The proposed construction of a 14-foot by 22-foot garage addition with a 3.2-foot side yard
setback is not compliant with the 5-foot minimum side yard setback as required in a Single Family
Residential (SFR) zoning district as stated in the Town of Colonie Land Use Law, Article VI, Sections
190-24, 190-26(A), and Attachment #3 — Dimensional Table for Prior Established Lots. The Zoning Board
of Appeals will hear the request for variance from the provisions of the Code of the Town of Colonie,
Chapter 190 to permit such construction and use and a SEQR Determination for such appeal. The public may
view and listeﬁ to the Zoning Board of Appeals hearing on the Town’s website by typing

https://colonieny.igm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx in your web browser. The public may present comments to

the Board in person or by emailing infozba@colonie.org. (Emailed comments must be received at least 24

hours in advance). Such comments will be read and addressed by the Chairman during the hearing.

Landlords are strongly encouraged to notify tenants of the contents of this notice.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PETER R. CROUSE, CHAIRMAN

DATED March 7, 2025
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Application for Zoning Verification and Building/Zoning Permit
RESIDENTIAL

TOWN OF COLONIE Building Department
Public Operations Center 518-783-2706
347 01d Niskayuna Road Fax 518-783-2772

Latham, NY 12110-2286

PermitNo. Zzozs ccez

INSTRUCTIONS

Any proposal which reguires a Town of Colonie Building and Zoning Permit must first be reviewed by the zoning enforcement officer of the Town of

Colonie to determine whether the proposal violates any zoning provision(s) of the Town of Colonie Land Use Law. The zoning enforcement officer s
determination is based upon the information submitted on this Jorm and such determination is subject to review and change if the project is modified at a
subsequent date. The zoning enforcement officer reserves the right to request further information if deemed necessary. Disapproval of the application by

the zoning enforcement officer means the project, as designed, cannot proceed for the reasons provided. If you disagree with the zoning enforcement

officer’s determination, you may appeal said determination to the Town of Colonie Zoning Board of Appeals.
A new Application for Zoning Verification may be required if applicable zoning laws change before the proposed action is completed.

: SITE PLAN REQUIRED
If the proposed action includes a garage, pool, shed, addition, other accessory structure or a new building, a site plan must be submitted with this
application. Site plan requirements are as follows: Depending on the type of construction, a hand-drawn plan may be done by the applicant.
The plan must depict the existing structure(s), if any, the proposed structure, the lot layout; and all new and existing building setbacks.

APPLICATION IS HEREBY MADE to the Building Department for the issuance of a Building/Zoning Permit pursuant to the N.Y.S,
Uniform Fire Prevention & Building Code for the construction of buildings, additions or alterations, or for removal or demolition,
as herein described. The signee and/or owner agrees to comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations, as well as
any conditions expressed on this application, and will allow all inspectors to enter the premises for required inspections.

THIS FORM WILL BE ON FILE IN THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT FOR 1 YEAR.

Address of Site: 7 ) ornn  Laws

Owners performing work must submit a CE-200

LouponiviLie - NY \2z.1\ obtained from www. businessexpress.ny.gov
City State Zip . '
Property Owner’s Name: VincERZ S Dogia By signing this application, the owner/contractor doing work
(Applicant) ’ acknowledges their responsibility for verification of all required
il g T Lt L subcontractor insurance,
. ISNTN NE
Lovoswvie . NY \zz 1\ Contractors must prove compliance with Section 57 of
City State . Zip the Worker's Compensation Law by producing one o
_ P v 0y p g
Phone W H/Cell_513-424 ~¢ 594 the following:

Cc1052 [Ju-263 [Isr2  [JCE-200

Property Owner’s Email: nzo.568a @amail.com
T
Contractor’s General Liability

Contractor’s Business Name:
(insurance must match business name)

Insured's Name
(must match business name)

Address:
NOTE: IF OWNER IS NOT THE SIGNEE, THE SIGNEE SWEARS THAT
- ' - THE PROPOSED WORK IS AUTHORIZED BY THE OWNER AND
City State Zip THAT THE SIGNEE IS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE SUCH APPLICATION.
Phone W Cell

ADVISORY NOTE: THERE ARE SEVERAL PARCELS OF LAND IN
ESTIMATED COST $ 7,000 _ FIr. Area 3¢c3 =+ - THE TOWN OF COLONIE THAT CONTAIN FEDERAL WETLANDS,
BEFORE EXCAVATING, WE ADVISE CONTACTING THE ARMY
CORP. OF ENGINEERS AT (518) 270-0588.

PERMIT FEE'§$

his fee is not refundable
(T f f ) . YOU MUST CALL FOR REQUIRED INSPECTIONS.

SEE PERMIT CARD FOR INSPECTIONS NEEDED

*all permits, co’s and cc’s will be issued to the property owner

INSURANCE INFORMATION REQUIRED

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

The application of Dated i P ) 20
Is hereby approved (disapproved) and permission granted (refused) for the construction, reconstruction, or alteration of

a building and/or accessory structure as set forth on this application.
Reason for approval (refusal) of permit:

Proposed use:

Variance Granted #

Dated: ) , 20
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PROPOSED ACTION:

a) Describe Present Use of Property: [K] One Family [ Two Family [ Vacant Land [ Other (specify)

b) Is the proposed actiona:  [] New Building Addition (0 Renovation

[ Accessory Structure Garage [J Shed [0 Deck [ Pool [ Other
[0 Home Occupation:
O Accessory Dwelling Unit

Describe the proposed use or construction in detail: M'x 22" crence Aoo mem
c) Gross Floor Area: Existing: square feet
Proposed: ™07 square feet
Total: square feet
d) Parcel is locatedina_ S¥ R zoning district. (If unknown, verify with Building Department.)

SITE INFORMATION: (DO NOT COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF THERE WILL BE NO EXTERIOR ALTERATION OF THE STRUCTURE/SITE)

Size of lot: 13 acre 19 1) sq. ft.

Is this a corner lot? Yes [J No g If yes, comner lot: feet Through lot? Yes [] No [X]

Does the parcel front upon a developed public street? Yes ] No [0 if yes, length of frontage on street: feet 100

Building Setbacks: Existing Proposed APPROVAT /DISAPPROVAL;
e

Front Yard Depth: feet 437 feet _ Uy= ; LR

Left Side Yard: feet 1%t - feet i3t . :

Right Side Yard: feet 7.2 feet 3.2 el T

Rear/Front Yard Depth: feet _1c..xi feet _log s> ’

Existing Building Height (at peak): feet ¢ stories \

Proposed Height (at peak): feet 1¢° stories \ APPROVAL IS VALID FOR 1 YEAR

SIGNATURE: _ Vinsenze” SE7
PRINT NAME: ~//y‘ﬂCe»74a SoFiA DATED: :z/fz[zi

TITLE IN COMPANY:

If DISAPPROVED, an appeal must be taken within sixty days after the filing in the Town Clerk's office of
any order, requirement, decision, interpretation or determination, from which the appeal is taken.

TOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
I, .S Mavan , Zoning Officer of the Town of Colonie do hereby find that the proposed action as described
above, and in any attaclments hereto, [] IS IN ACCORDANCE [ IS NOT IN ACCORDANCE
with Chapter 190 of the Colonie Land Use Law that are effective as of this date.

Dated: jJ'Z \1 255 S A /i / . 7’/\—'_/’
oy : f}/GNATURE OF ZONING OFFICER

The proposed construction of a 14’ x 22° garage addition with a 3.2’ side
yard setback is not compliant with the 5’ minimum side yard setback as
required in a Single Family Residential (SFR) zoning district as stated in
the Town of Colonie Land Use Law, Article VI, Scctions 190-24, 190-26(A),
and Attachment #3 — Dimensional Table for Prior Established Lots.

a7

Arc there cascments on the property Yes [_] No [¥] Is existing use nonconforming Yes [] No
Parcel in/near a floodplain | Yes [_] No Variance granted on property . Yes [] No [
Parcel in/near a wetland Yes [] No Subdivision of tecord on file Yes [X] No [}
Orn/near a protected watercourse Yes []No B4 Does the Grandfather Provision apply Yes X No []
Copy of asscssor’s card(s) attached Yes [X] No [] X If yes, Pre-1987 1987 to 2006 L__]

gogy E;Céunty tax 1nap attached Yes (] No Existing Violation or outstanding permit ~ Yes [_] No [X]

YES [1NO [X' VIOLATION - CHAPTER 190-8 - CONSTRUCTION STARTED WITHOUT ZONING/BUILDING PERMIT

You may now file for a; _ )
] Building permit application _ [] Special Use Permit (Planning & Economic Development)
[XI"Application for a Zoning Variance  or Interpretation [] Application to Town Board for Open Development Area



APPEAL FROM DECISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL
APPLICATION FOR INTERPRETATION/VARIANCE

Zoning Board of Appeals
Town of Colonie
Appeal and Petition for Interpretation/Variance
Under Building Construction/Zoning Law

To the Zoning Board of Appeals Date: February 25, 2025
Town of Colonie

1. The undersigned, Vincenzo Sofia of 7 Lorna Lane (S.B.L. # 43.1-2-81) hereby gives notice of appeal from the decision

“ of the Building Department Director made on the 2nd day of January, 2025, in refusing to issue a Building and Zoning
Permit on the grounds that the same would be in violation of the provisions of the Code of the Town of Colonie for the
following reason(s): '

The proposed construction of a 14’ x 22° garage addition with a 3.2’ side yard setback is not compliant with the 5’ minimum
side yard setback as required in a Single Family Residential (SFR) Zoning district as stated in the Town of Colonie Land Use
Law, Article VI, Sections 190-24, 190-26(A), and Attachment #3 — Dimensional Table for Prior Established Lots,

2. Appellant alleges:

a. That there are unusual circumstances and conditions affecting said property that are peculiar to said property and do not apply
génerally to other property in the vicinity, which circumstances and conditions are as follows:

The Applicant does not have énv other property available to meet the set back
requirements for the proposed 14'x22' garage addition.

b. Thatby reason of the aforesaid unusual and peculiar circumstances and conditions, there are (practical difficulties) (unnecessary
hardships) in carrying out the strict letter of the aforesaid provisions of the Building Const./Zoning Law as follows:
— The set back requirements are minimum 5' _The applicant has a set back of 3 2' The

—proposed garage width addition if i less than 14! is not practical for the use and intent of

parking.acar
58 ~

3. Because of the aforesaid alleged facts, appellant petitions the Zoning Board of Appeals, in acting on this appeal, to vary or modify the
strict application of the aforesaid provisions of the Building Const./Zoning Law to said property, to the following specific extent:

_Ihe_appﬁgani_;eq_uest_tg_;edlmo the minim set back from 5'to0 3 2'

Attached hereto is a plot plan of said property, showing
Overall house with the garage addition,driveway and set back

together with

4. Appellant further alleges that such variance would be in harmony with the spirit of the Building Const./Zoning Law and would not
be detrimental to property or persons in the neighborhood and that the public safety and welfare would be secured and substantial justice
done by the granting of such variance, for the following reason(s);
The proposed addition does not impact the visual appearance for the neighborhood it remain as it
is. The proposed garage face the neighborhood garage and it is is ~ 25' away from my property
and having my property enclosed by 6' fence. Finally this garage addition does not jeopardize the
public safety and will be in compliance with NY State and the Town building code.

5. FOR APPLICATION FOR INTERPRETATION ONLY. State grounds upon which appellant asserts that the order,

requirement, decision, interpretation or determination of the Building Department Manager as stated in paragraph 1.above, is incorrect.

(Attach additional pages if necessary)

The undersigned, being duly swom, deposes and says that he has read the foregoing document

and knows the contents thereof apd that the facts rih there e to the best of his
knowledge, information MW
Signed

Print Name VWnecenzs soCHa
Address 2 (aravr \Anpe
lovd>wawville N (720

STATE OF

Owner or lessee if other than above

Name
205 Mailing
. Address
v - Vicioria Normandia
nos . Notary Public Statc of New. York
Qualified in Atbany County #OINOE190776

Commisgion Expircs 08042023



Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part I - Project Information

Instructions for Completing

Part 1 - Project Information. The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses become part of the
application for approval or finding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. Complete Part 1 based on
information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as
thoroughly as possible based on current information. '

Complete all items in Part 1, You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by ar usefial to the
lead agency; attach addiﬁongl pages as necessary to supplement any ftem.

Part 1 — Project and Sponsor Information

Name of Action or Project:

Vi v 25 < Soghnn Soein R D 32
Project Location (describe, and attach a location map): ‘ ‘

) Loz ava \Ang O Zon ual N t\'\‘( \eceiy

Brief Description of Proposed Action:

Vaguesting A Set Backt JARIANSL

Teot $! 70 2.2

A T

-Name of Apili;ant or Sponsor: L Telephone: 5~ \8 -ded ~-GSYVY
VI€Dee nzs SD(;( £ EMall €92 5.SCE1A & <5 rnid
Address; : i
T borWa ne B
City/PO: . ; : State: | ¢ Zip Code:
Lo 2onun (LQ [ F’\( {ecei
1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance, NO YES
administrative rule, or regulation? - : p
If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that B D
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. If no, continue to question 2.
2. Daes the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency? - NO_.| YES
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval: 1-gwu y o' culanl e E D
. 2oning BsnRY OF APpal
3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action? .43 acres
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed? £ acres
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned .
 or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor? ey 2, __acres

. Check all land uses that cccur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action:

5. [Uiban [ Rural (non-agriculture) [ Industrial [] Commercial Qﬁlesidential (suburban)
. [ Forest [] Agriculture [ Aquatic [ Othcr(Spccify):
[J Paridand 4 '

Page 1 of 3 ' SEAF 2019




5. Isthe proposed action,

N/A

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

EEE

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?

NO

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Enviconmental Area?

If Yes, identify:

8. a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?
b.  Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c. Are any pedestrian accommadations or bicycle routes available on ot near the site of the proposed
action? -

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:

AININNENRNIEN

[]

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply? NO | YES

If No, describe method for providing potable water: . D

1. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities? NO | YES
If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: /

12. a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archacological site, or district NO | YES

which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the
Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the
State Register of Historic Places?

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for
archacological sites on the N'Y State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site iuventory?

13. a. Daes any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres:

YES

Page 2 of 3




| 4 Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site, Check all that apply:
[JShoretine [ ] Forest [7] Agricnltural/grasslands [] Early mid-successional
CIWetland I:I Urban D’ﬁuburban

15, Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of nmmal, or associated habitats, listed by the Statc or | NO | YES
Federal government as threatened or endangered? m D
16, Is the project site located in the 100-year flood plan? . NO | YES

N

If Yes, briefly describe:
Ao0 T Al Sty wwAze oA clew

TIMDARE e - c,(ﬂg,{_,ﬂg‘

18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of water

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or noa-point sources? HO | YES
If Yes, D
a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties? . m/ D

/]
b. Will storm water discharges be directed to es!abhshed conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)? D B

or other liquids (e.g., retention pond., waste lagoon, dam)?
If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment:

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the lacation of an active or closed solid waste | NO

YES
management facility? ) :
If Yes, describe: . - - Z» D
20.Has the sitc of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or - NO | YES |

completed) for hazardous waste?

If Yes, describe: ; ; g Z,

L]

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE

/

Applicaut/sponsorlname: & Ny 25 Soern Date: Z ?T/ ’xr
e ~,

Signature:

Title: J..v nen

[ PRINT FORM | | " Pagedof3




Agency Use Only [If applicable]

Profect:
Date:

Short Environmental Assessment Fornt

Part 2 - Impact Assessment

Part 2 iy to be completed by the Lead Agency.

Answer all of the following questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part 1 and other matedals submitted by
the project sponsor or otherwise available to the reviewer. When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by
the concept “Have my responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?”

No, or
small
Impact
may
occur

Moderate
to large
Impact

may

1. Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning
regulations?

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land?

3. 'Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community?

4. Will the preposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the
establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)?

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or
affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway?

6. Wil the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate
reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities?

7. Will the proposed action impact existing:
a. public / private watcr supplics?

b. public/ private wastewater treatment utilities?

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archacological,
architectural or aesthetic resources?

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g., wetlands,
waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)?

1

10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage
problems?

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to eavironmental resources or human health?

O O O O O O O O g oy

O ooooooo|ooo|ol:

PRINT FORM Page 1 of2
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cmgpremig e ey gm= g -

Project:

Date:

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 Determination of Significance

For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, ot if there is a need to explain why a
particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please
complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that
have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts. Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency
determined that the |mpact may or will not be significant. Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting,
probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, gcogmphlc scope and magnitude, Also consider the potential for short-
term, long-term and cumulative jmpacts, _

D Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis abave, and any supporting documentation,

that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts and an
environmental impact statement is required.

[:l Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any suppomng documcntahou,
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmeatal impacts.

Name of Lead Agency Date
Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Title of Responsible Officer
Signature of Responsible Oﬁic& i Lead Agency Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer)

PRINT FORM Page 2 of 2
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